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pursue financial goals 

for our clients, 
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independence. 
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Winter 2022 Newsletter 

David Neterer, Founder and President 
They say 2021 is a year for the record 

books…well I would have to agree but in 

a good way. Courtney and I had the  

opportunity to attend a top producer 

conference in Phoenix, Arizona, at the 

Fairmont Princess Resort. The resort 

had an area where you could write your 

Christmas wish on a piece of paper. 

Then light it, and watch the paper float away in the air as it burned. 

(Don’t worry it was not a fire hazard!) This activity gave me the  

opportunity to really think and reflect. I am very 

blessed to say my wish had come early—for a healthy 

family.  

We have had the opportunity to see some new  

places and travel once again. My oldest son, Jake, 

and his wife, Kelsey, had a healthy, beautiful baby girl 

in August, our second grandchild. My middle son, 

Mitchell, got married to Reagan in Martinsburg in 

December, and they are looking to finish college in May. My step-

daughter, Alex, and her husband, Trey, and grandchild, Colton, moved 

back to the area and have settled in Waynesboro. It has been nice  

having them closer to see Mommom and Poppop more often. Bruce is 

finishing up his junior year at Cal U and continues to 

play soccer. Nic is a senior in high school at West Boca 

and is busy looking at and applying to colleges. He is 

having a good basketball season so far. We enjoyed 

being able to see some of his games over the Christmas 

break. I would like to wish everyone a safe, healthy and  

prosperous 2022!   



David Cushwa, Private Wealth Manager 
Greetings! Despite the ongoing challenges of the pandemic and related supply chain issues, 
the U.S. economy has recovered nicely in 2021. Regarding the potential of sustained higher 
inflation, our vast resources collectively believe the expansion of our recovering economy 
will continue well into 2022. Historically speaking, that is typically good news for the 
financial markets! 
 
The stock market has been up virtually every year since 2009 (slightly down in 2018), 
culminating in numerous record setting highs in 2021.  
 
As of this writing, our politicians have not passed any anticipated legislation affecting income 
tax rates and capital gains taxes. Stay tuned…the drama will surely unfold! 

 
Our team continues to grow with the addition of new advisor Evan Vink and soon-to-be advisor Rob Ni. They are doing 
an outstanding job for us! Both are utilizing their strong finance and related technological skills to enhance our great, 
client centric service model. We are excited to have a new, industry-experienced operations specialist join our team in 
early January.  
 
On a personal note, Kim and I safely resumed some traveling in July. We did some challenging hiking in the Adirondacks 
and a self-guided tour all over Greece. We continued enjoying the warmer weather, local rail-to-trail cycling and a 
focused return to our daily workout routine.  
 
Let me take this opportunity to wish you and your loved ones a safe and prosperous New Year! We value the trust and 
confidence you place in us and appreciate your wonderful friendship.  
 
All the best, 
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Updated Contact Information 
Do you have a new e-mail address, mailing address or phone number? Please call us at (301) 733-7777 or send any of 

our staff an e-mail letting us know, so we can continue staying in touch with you! We want to make sure you receive all 

of the latest updates, news and resources.  

The Latest Sterling News  

First, we would like to let you know Courtney Dowler has recently left Sterling Financial  

Management to pursue a new career adventure. We would like to thank Courtney for her time and 

dedication here and will miss her a lot!  

 

As we wish Courtney well and tell her “Good Luck,” we welcome Tiffany  

Bridgmon as our newest operations specialist (formerly titled client services  

specialist). She has over seven years of customer service experience and is a  

certified notary public. Tiffany most recently worked at American Public  

University System in Charles Town, West Virginia, as an administrative assistant. In her role there, 

she developed conflict resolution strategies and communications for students as well as solved  

customer concerns. Tiffany graduated from the University of Memphis. Next time you are in the 

office, please make sure you meet her!  
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Well, I find myself in a similar situation that I have seen a lot of our clients 

in--trying to figure out how to pay for college for our 18-year-old son, Kyle! 

He has started the application process and was accepted into his first 

choice, the University of Tennessee, Knoxville. We are incredibly proud as 

well as very excited for him. However, looking at the cost of tuition for out 

of state students…makes me GULP. This has been a big learning curve for 

me, and I feel very much like a fish out of water with this college stuff! Kyle 

has done a fantastic job of completing mostly 

everything by himself with very little help from 

me or my husband. I have to give credit to the 

guidance counselors at his high school for that. 

They have helped tremendously! 

 

The only thing I have really done is complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid 

(FAFSA). I heard from a lot of other parents that they did not complete the FAFSA because 

they assumed they would not qualify for any aid, or because it was too difficult to complete. 

My first thought on the FAFSA is--“Why NOT complete it?” We may not qualify for much, 

but anything we get will help! And secondly, it is not that hard to navigate. However, the 

system is a bit cumbersome. You will need to make sure you have all your financial information close by in order to 

answer all the questions. Overall, it is not that difficult. It took me about an hour and half to get through it. I encourage 

anyone with teenagers applying for college to complete your FAFSA. For those of you who have young children or 

grandchildren, start saving now! Contact me or your financial advisor to see how you can get started.  

Kelly Batey, Private Wealth Manager 

Events for 2022 
In an effort to help you plan ahead, we would like to share with you our 2022 Events Calendar for the first half of the 

year. All in person seminars will take place at the Courtyard by Marriott located on 17270 Valley Mall Road in  

Hagerstown. We will continue offering our seminars online as well. We look forward to seeing you in person or online!  

 

Month  Topic/Event    Date Time 

January  Tax Planning     1/27 5:30 PM (in person & via Zoom)  

February Ladies Tea at TranquilaTEA  2/11 2:00 PM 

  State of the Markets    2/17 5:30 PM (in person & via Zoom)  

  Shred Day    2/25 9:00 AM-4:00 PM 

March  TBD 

April  Successful Money Management  4/7 TBD 

May   Social Security     5/16 12:00 PM  (Zoom) & 5:30 PM (in person & Zoom)  

June  Summer Picnic    6/11 TBD 

  Shred Day    6/17 9:00-4:00 PM 
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Meet the Sterling Financial Management Team 

Ally was giving me grief about not having my article ready for our Winter Newsletter. I told her 

I just wrote it and gave it to her. She told me I had not done that yet; that was the end of LAST 

year. Okay, so maybe it didn’t go exactly like that, but I FEEL like I just wrote one. LOL.   Time 

flies! Here we are….2022. One thing I remember thinking this time last year was, “Well, I’m 

glad we’ll soon have this COVID thing behind us.” I didn’t realize I’d be thinking the same thing 

an entire year later!  Or maybe it’s just deja vu... 

 

I’m not a big New Year’s resolution type of guy, but at 53 years old, there are a few things  

I need to work on…mainly my diet. Ugh, I’ll let you know how that goes. If anyone wants to share some things you’ll be 

working on next year, head out to our Facebook page and leave some comments.   

 
We’ll soon be getting together in Q1 to do annual reviews and talk about how we want to approach 2022 from an in-
vestment standpoint. It is important to start thinking about any changes you might be facing this coming year.  Please 
let us know, so we can plan accordingly. Generally speaking, surprises are not a good thing. (I think the last good one I 
had was maybe 40 years ago when I found a fifth nugget in my four-piece McNuggets!) 
 
Whether you’re a relatively new client, or we’ve been together for decades, I look forward to a great year ahead work-
ing with you. If you have any questions, please never hesitate to call. I’m proud of the team we have 
here to serve you.  And, since those “extra nuggets” are far and few between, let’s try to recognize and 
appreciate the little blessings that inevitably will come our way this year.  Be safe and enjoy! 

Robert Ni 
Financial Advisor Assistant 

NEW!  
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Evan Vink, Private Wealth Manager 
It is hard to believe we are heading into 2022, as it seems like we were just getting over 2020. (Thank goodness!)  

 

Currently, we are seeing very low interest rates and inflation near a 40 year high. While low interest rates are great for 

your first-time homebuyer like myself, it does leave those holding large amounts of cash in a tough situation to find 

yield. This was a common conversation this year with clients, and we were able to help them discover different 

solutions to this issue.  

 

While we continue to fight different variants of Covid in the United States, I want to express my condolences to anyone 

who has lost a loved one to this illness. I have worked personally this year with a few clients who had family members 

affected by it, and my prayers go out to them and their families. Navigating this process can be 

emotional and overwhelming. As advisors, we can help guide you through the process.  

 

I wish all of our clients and their families a safe and memorable New Year going into 2022. We 

look forward to working with you and your family to continue helping you achieve your financial 

goals. Happy New Year! 

For one week, starting on Giving Tuesday, November 30, and ending on December 7, Sterling Financial Management 
ran it’s first “Vote for your Favorite Nonprofit Contest.” We asked clients as well as members of the community to 
vote for their favorite nonprofit organization in Hagerstown, Frederick or Waynesboro using the link on our website. 
We received 127 votes for 35 different local nonprofits. We then selected the winner based on which nonprofit had 
the most votes to receive a $500 donation.  
 
The winner with 38 total votes was Camp Penn in Waynesboro, located across from Old Forge State Park. Established 
in 1934, Camp Penn operates as a seasonal facility providing summer camps for children and youth and retreat  
opportunities and events for the local community. To learn more about them, visit their website at camppenn.org.   
 
Since we believe strongly in giving back to our  
community, we have supported many other local 
organizations over the past year as well, including 
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Washington County,  
For Otis Sake, Habitat for Humanity of Washington 
County, Hagerstown Community Concert  
Association, The Institute, Libertytown Volunteer 
Fire Department, Washington County Fire & Rescue, 
Waynesboro Community & Human Services, 
Waynesboro High School Booster Clubs for baseball, 
basketball, softball and volleyball and Waynesboro 
Summer Jubilee. Please let us know if you have a 
local nonprofit near and dear to your heart that we 
could also try to support!   

Vote for Your Favorite Nonprofit Contest  



Dave Neterer 

David Cushwa 

Ken Smith 

Evan Vink 

1825 Howell Rd., Suite 5 

Hagerstown, MD 21740 

Ph:301-733-7777 

Fax:301-733-0303 

 

Kelly Batey 

6919 Baltimore National Pike 

Suite C 

Frederick, MD 21702 

Phone: 301-473-7777 

Fax: 301-473-7888 

www.sterlingfm.com 

Call our office at 301.733.7777 for more information or go to 

www.sterlingfm.com to sign up for our events.  

Bring a family member, friend or both.  

We look forward to seeing you there!  

We Offer the Following  

Services:  

 Investment Services 

 Financial Planning 

 401(k) Rollover Services 

 Retirement Plans 

 Estate Planning Strategies 

 Retirement Planning   

 Social Security 

 College Planning 

Connect with us!  

 

Securities and advisory services offered through LPL Financial, a registered investment advisor, member FINRA/SIPC. 

Upcoming Events 

Tax Planning: January 27 at 5:30 PM 

Ladies Tea: February 11 at 2:00 PM  

State of the Markets: February 17 at 5:30 PM 

Shred Day: February 25 from 9:00-4:00 

Mark Your Calendar! 

Content in this material is for general information only and not intended to provide specific advice or recommendations for an 
individual. All investing involves risk including loss of principal. The economic forecasts set forth in this material may not develop as 
predicted and there can be no guarantee that strategies promoted will be successful.  


